Carbamazepine treatment for cocaine dependence.
We report on a double-blind, placebo-controlled study of carbamazepine (CBZ) treatment for cocaine dependence. A previously reported uncontrolled study found CBZ to be a beneficial pharmacotherapy for cocaine dependence. Statistical analyses were performed on data from 82 subjects who were randomized to 10 weeks' treatment with either CBZ, titrated to 4-12 micrograms/ml, (n = 37) or placebo (n = 45). The two treatment groups did not differ for primary outcome measures of retention time in treatment, urine samples positive for cocaine metabolite, subject reported desire for cocaine or for subject reported side-effects. CBZ was not an effective treatment in this study.